Information for students enrolled in Introduction to World Religions in the weekend format
Our first meeting will be held on Saturday morning, March 14 in room J-313 in the Mattie Kelley Arts Center on the Niceville campus.  I will distribute a complete syllabus at that time, but I wanted you to be prepared for the first weekend of lecture and discussion.
The text for the course is Experiencing the World’s Religions (4th edition) by Michael Molloy.  Copies are available in the college bookstores on the Niceville and Fort Walton campuses. 

During the first weekend of classes (March 14 and 15), we will study the Eastern religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism). On the second weekend (April 10 and 11) we will study the Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam). Your final test will be taken and papers turned in on (or before if you like) April 25.
Please read as much of the following material in your text as you possibly can in preparation for the first weekend.
Chapter 1:  Understanding Religion (some interesting introductory ideas)

Chapter 3:  Hinduism

Chapter 4:  Buddhism (you may skip pages 158-166—begin with Zen) 

Chapter 6:  Taoism and Confucianism

On the second weekend we will cover 
             Chapter 8:  Judaism

             Chapter 9:  Christianity

             Chapter 10: Islam
 We will cover only these chapters from the text: 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, and 10.  There are study questions for each of these chapters on my website.  Answering these as you read each section of the chapter will focus your reading and ensure that you have read and digested the material.  You will receive 10 bonus points for each set of chapter questions that you complete.  The questions are not required but you might find them very helpful.

These religions and the concepts and terms associated with them may be unfamiliar to you, and you may be confused about some of what you read in the chapters.  Do not be frustrated by that—it will all be explained clearly in class.  But the reading should make you familiar with the terms and produce some questions for discussion.

Comparative Religion is a great course, probably one of the most interesting you will take.  I look forward to meeting each of you and discussing the wisdom of the world’s great religions.  Please feel free to get in touch with me if you have any questions about the course. 
