The purpose of this assignment is to encourage you to broaden your exposure to and experience with religious traditions that are unfamiliar to you. There are many possibilities: attending religious services, attending festivals or special functions sponsored by religious groups, attending out of class lectures, watching films, reading books, etc. The list that follows is by no means exhaustive, and I will continue to add further suggestions. 
+  Attend a synagogue service 
+  Attend a Roman Catholic mass--if you are not Catholic* 
+  Attend a Greek Orthodox mass* 
+  Attend Greek or other church festivals 
+  Participate in any event/service held by the local Muslim community* 
+  Attend a Protestant service* 
+  Visit the local Buddhist temple* 
+  Attend a Native American pow wow or other gathering 
+  Attend any lectures/programs on subjects related to religion 
+  Visit the garden and walk the labyrinth at Resurrection Catholic Church in Destin

     Before you visit the labyrinth, be sure to read the box “Christian Contemplation” on page 414. Our local one is an exact replica of the Chartres labyrinth. Do some internet research so that you know what you are looking for and don’t confuse the labyrinth with the Stations of the Cross which are also in the garden.  
*Since the purpose of the assignment is to have new experiences, use only church events that are substantially different from services you are familiar with. If you are Baptist, a Methodist church service is not appropriate because they are too similar.
Films to Watch: 
+  Gandhi




+  Seven Years in Tibet
+  Kundun 




+  Luther
+  The Little Buddha 



+  The Mission
+  A Stranger Among Us


+  Ten Questions for the Dalai Lama
+  films in the Legacy series 


+  Cry of the Snow Lion
+  various ones on Tai Chi - - local libraries 
+  From Jesus to Christ, a four-part film series on early Christianity 
+  The Search for Jesus: Peter Jennings Reporting 
+  documentary films on religion (local public libraries and our LRC have many) 
+  television series or special programs (check your TV guide, Netflix, video stores)

+ any film set within a particular religious group or community 

Books to Read: 
+  Bhagavad-Gita 
+  The Upanishads 
+  Meeting God: Elements of Hindu Devotion by Stephen Huyler 
+  I-Ching 
+  Confucius in 90 Minutes, Strathem 
+  Tao Te Ching 
+  Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 
+  Night by Elie Weisel 
+  Koran

+ Browse the bookstore and library shelves for volumes that interest you 
+ At the end of each chapter in your text is a list of “Resources,” which includes books, films and internet sites.  This may be a good source of suggestions.
+ Any chapter in your text not assigned as a requirement (Chapters 2, 5, 7, 11, or 12) may be read as an “event.” A full chapter must be read and discussed for each report.
You will earn 10 bonus points if you choose to read and report on any of the books listed below or other books by the same writers. Reports on these books will count as one of your assigned four reports and also earn additional points.
+  Honest of Jesus or The Gospel of Jesus by Robert Funk 
+  A History of God, The Battle for God, Islam, or other books by Karen Armstrong 
+  No Contest: the Case Against Competition, Alfie Cohn 
+  The Gifts of the Jews or Desire of the Everlasting Hills by Thomas Cahill 
+  When Jesus Became God by Richard E. Rubenstein 

+ Misquoting Jesus, Jesus, Interrupted or other books by Bart Ehrman

+ Happiness: A Guide to Developing Life’s Most Important Skill by Matthieu Ricard

+ Any volumes by Thich Nhat Hanh 
+ Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography by John Dominic Crossan 

+ Books by Bishop John Shelby Spong: Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism, Why    Christianity Must Change or Die, A New Christianity for a New World 
+ Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, Jesus and Buddha by Marcus Borg 
+ Profiles of Jesus, edited by Roy Hoover
+ What the Buddha Taught by Walpola Sri Rahula 
+ The Gnostic Gospels, Elaine Pagels
+ Books by or about the Dalai Lama 
+ Any of the current “atheist” perspective books (Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion, 

Sam Harris’ The End of Faith or Letters to a Christian Nation, Christopher Hitchens’ God is not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything, as well as volumes by Daniel Dennett and Victor Stenger)

+I am very much enjoying and learning from an ongoing series of murder mystery novels by Eliot Pattison which is set in Tibet and from which one can learn a great deal about Buddhist teachings and practice and the current Tibetan situation. The Inspector Shan Series:       The Skull Mantra (1999), Water Touching Stone (2001),Bone Mountain (2002),               Beautiful Ghosts (2004), Prayer of the Dragon (2007), and The Lord of Death (2009).
+Last summer I enjoyed Resurrection by Tucker Malarkey, a novel that draws from the actual events surrounding the discovery of the Nag Hammadi texts.  It gives a good sense of how different Christianity might have been if these gospels had not been “lost” or rather suppressed.
+Creation: An Appeal of Save Life on Earth, by E. O. Wilson, world-renowned Harvard biologist, winner of two Pulitzer Prizes and the National Medal of Science.  He is actually a “local” who grew up in Pensacola.  This book proposes a partnership between scientists and religious leaders (specifically evangelical Christian ministers) to preserve the Earth’s vanishing biodiversity. 

Read these instructions carefully. This assignment is worth 200 (out of 1000) points. The required number of related events is four. You are to write a two-page (approximately 600-word) report on each of your “events.” Each report must tell in the first paragraph what you did and when you did it. In the report focus on what you learned from the experience. Reports must discuss things you did during the course, not experiences that took place before the term began. There will be four reports which are to be typewritten and double spaced. The books, films, and events listed above are only suggestions. Use your imagination and follow your own interests. Almost anything that is related to religion will be acceptable. However, reports based primarily on general internet information or web sites are not acceptable. Readings must be substantial and published. Remember: you are reporting on something you did, something you either read, watched, or attended. 

**I will not accept any papers based on the Left Behind series (or any film with the rapture or apocalypse as its subject) or the film The Passion of the Christ. The film “Islam: What the West Needs to Know” violates one of the principles necessary for the academic study of religion and is, therefore, not acceptable as a paper choice. Very old and outdated films such as The Ten Commandments or Ben Hur are not good choices. 
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