Reading/Study Questions:  Islam, Chapter 10
The Life and Teachings of Muhammad

1.  Note the details of Muhammad’s biography

2.  Note too the situation in and around Arabia during Muhammad’s time.

3. Why were Muhammad’s religious views not well received at first?

4.  What purpose did Muhammad’s Night Journey or Ascent to Heaven serve in his life?

5.  Describe how Muhammad is viewed by Muslims today.

Essentials of Islam

6.  How is God viewed and described in Islam?

7.  How does Islam view its relationship with Christianity and Judaism?

8.  What is the role and function of prophets?

9.  What is the significance of Abraham for Muslims, Jews, and Christians?

The Five Pillars of Islam

10.  List and describe the Five Pillars. (This will be an essay exam question)
11. Note the theme of simplicity in Islam (in its creed, death rituals, dress during the Hajj, appeal in Sufism and architecture).  Make some notes of your observations.

12.  What purpose does fasting serve in Islam?

Additional Islamic Practices
13.  What is the view of controls and prohibitions imposed by Islam?

14.  Discuss the condition of women before Islam and the reforms Muhammad made.

*Note box p 440 Women in Islam
15.  Explore the current trends on the role of women in the Muslim world.

16.  What other Islamic religious practices did you learn about?

Scripture:  The Qur’an (Koran)

17.  Describe the contents of the Koran and its role in shaping Islamic life.
The Historical Development of Islam

Expansion and Consolidation

18. Trace the rapid spread of Islam on a map or globe. 

That spread was checked in Europe 732 at the Battle of Tours. Why do you think it is considered one of the defining battles of world history?
19.  How is the 800 year Islamic period in Spain remembered?
20.  Note the period your book designates the golden age of Islam.  It really does not describe in any detail its contributions or achievements (in medicine, mathematics, astronomy, architecture, etc).  Are you aware of them?

The Shiite and Sunni Divisions

21.  What is the origin of the Sunni-Shiite split?
22.  Describe the main features of Shiite Islam, especially the role of Imams.  What has generated the most splits within the Shiites?
23.  According to your text, the Sunni “felt compelled to develop a religious, political, legal, and cultural system that was consistent with their beliefs.”  What did this system include and what was the function of each element?

24. Reflect on these two statements from your text:      “Traditional Islam does not separate political life from religious life; it aims to crate a public life that is shaped by the Qur’an.”

“Although scholarly debate has been a tradition of Shiite Islam, it is central to the ideology of Sunni Islam, which has often been distinctive in its openness to reason and practicality.”
25.  The Sunnis lacks clear divisions but certain reform movements have created some influential divisions.  Make some notes on the following ones:

The ultra conservative Wahhabi movement (so prominent today)

The Deobandi

Liberal movements such as the Aligarh movement

Sufism:  Islamic Mysticism 
26.  Describe the mystical experience that Sufis seek.
27. Name the two most famous Sufi poets (recognized widely outside Islam).

Islamic Law and Philosophy
28.  Your text emphasizes Islam’s long history of scholarly debate.  What resources have the various schools used in arriving at decisions on particular cases?
Islamic Law and Legal Institutions

29.  What is a theocratic state?  How is it justified in the traditional Islamic view?

30.  What people were excepted by Muhammad from Sharia law and why?

Islamic Philosophy and Theology
31.  Describe some of the philosophic questions explored in Islamic philosophy.
32.  Define the two philosophic poles within Islam.  

Islam and the Modern World

Islam and Contemporary Life

33.  Describe the challenges modern life presents to traditional Islam.

34.  Define secularism and its various political and religious implications.
35.  Situate the following countries on a spectrum for adopting Western values to resisting them: Turkey, Iran, Egypt, Saudi Arabia.
Adopting                                                                                                       Resisting

___________________________________________________________________
Be able to say why did you placed each where you did?

What are the key arguments offered by both ends of the spectrum—secular state vs theocratic Islamist state?

36. Choose two other countries with large Muslim populations and review elements of conflict.

Islam in the West and Beyond

37.  What has been the attraction of Islam for converts?

38.  What are the origin and appeals of the Nation of Islam in the US?

39.  Describe what some see as strong differences between Islamic teachings and mainstream European and American cultures.

40.  Discuss the role of the Palestinian issue in conflicts between the Muslim world and the West.
41. Note the last full paragraph on page 481. Almost all regions of the Muslim world were at one time colonized by Europeans, which naturally leaves a legacy of resentment and mistrust.  Muslims in these former colonies sometimes utilize Islam to bolster their national identity.  This makes conflicts look religious when they are at base political.

42.  What lessons from history provide hope that Islamic and Western cultures might successfully change and coexist peacefully?

Pay careful attention to the information in the feature boxes in this chapter:

Zoroastrianism 

Jihad and the Modern World
Sunni vs. Shiite:  Why the Conflict?
