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Statement of Purpose 
To study the principles and practices of the world’s major religions. 

Required Textbook 
Experiencing the World’s Religions: Tradition, Challenge, and Change (5th Edition) by Michael Molloy. 
For testing purposes, Chapters 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, and 10 are covered.
Course Requirements 
In order to successfully complete the course, you must 
1. read and study assigned chapters in your text, 
2. complete all written assignments (these are Gordon Rule requirements),
3. take midterm and final exams, and have a passing average. 

Grading Scale 
A=90-l00 
B=89-80 
C=79-70 
D=69-60
 F=59 or below 
Grade Components: 
• Midterm Exam 

 350 points    (objective portion =300 pts/ essay portion=50 pts)
• Chapter Questions Assignments 
 100 points 
• Related Events Assignments 
 200 points 
• Final Examination

 350 points 
*  Total points

           
1000 points
Course Average = total points ÷ 10 
Bonus points:  This semester you will have a variety of bonus point opportunities. Any points that you earn will be added to your total points at the end of the course; thus every ten bonus points you earn will raise your final average by 1 point.  Up to 70 bonus points may be earned.  You can earn your first five bonus points by sending me an email after you have read this entire packet either telling me that you understand all the requirements of the course or asking any questions that you have. One way to earn bonus points is by choosing designated books as Related Events (because these books require a more substantial investment of time and energy than other choices).  Doing extra events and reports in addition to the required four will earn you bonus points: 10 to 20 for each.  There is also a bonus point writing assignment posted on my website.


The Chapter Questions for these assignments are found on my website: http://faculty.nwfsc.edu/art/paulks
Unit I: Introduction to the academic study of religion 
Assignments: Read chapter 1 and use the questions and topics to make notes and focus your study of this chapter. There are no answers that must be completed and turned in.
Unit II: Hinduism 
Assignments: Read chapter 3 and complete Chapter Questions.



Unit III: Buddhism 
Assignments: Read chapter 4 and complete Chapter Questions.


Unit IV: Chinese Religions 
Assignments: Read chapter 6 and complete Chapter Questions.

Midterm Exam:  Units I-IV (text chapters 1, 3, 4, 6) must be completed before taking the exam. Bring your completed study questions with you to the midterm exam.

Unit V: Judaism 
Assignments: Read chapter 8 and complete Chapter Questions.
Unit VI: Christianity 

Assignments: Read chapter 9 and complete Chapter Questions.
Unit VII: Islam 
Assignments: Read chapter 10 and complete Chapter Questions.
Prepare to take your final examination, which will cover the three Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (text chapters 8, 9, and 10). The Final is not cumulative. 
Final Exam: At this session you must 
1. turn in your completed Chapter Questions,
2. turn in your Related Events reports, and 
3. take your final examination. 

**Any student who does not complete and turn in all assigned work will not be eligible to receive a passing grade. 
The purpose of this assignment is to encourage you to broaden your exposure to and experience with religious traditions that are unfamiliar to you. There are many possibilities: attending religious services, attending festivals or special functions sponsored by religious groups, attending out of class lectures, watching films, reading books, etc. The list that follows is by no means exhaustive, and I will continue to add further suggestions. 
+  Attend a synagogue service 
+  Attend a Roman Catholic mass--if you are not Catholic* 
+  Attend a Greek Orthodox mass* 
+  Attend Greek or other church festivals 
+  Participate in any event/service held by the local Muslim community* 
+  Attend a Protestant service* 
+  Visit the local Buddhist temple* 
+  Attend a Native American pow wow or other gathering 
+  Attend any lectures/programs on subjects related to religion 
+  Visit the garden and walk the labyrinth at Resurrection Catholic Church in Destin
     Before you visit the labyrinth, be sure to read the box “Christian Contemplation” on page 414. Our local one is an exact replica of the Chartres labyrinth. Do some internet research so that you know what you are looking for and don’t confuse the labyrinth with the Stations of the Cross which are also in the garden. 
 *Since the purpose of the assignment is to have new experiences, use only church events that are substantially different from services you are familiar with. If you are Baptist, a Methodist church service is not appropriate because they are too similar. 
Films to Watch: 
+  Gandhi




+  Seven Years in Tibet
+  Kundun 




+  Luther
+  The Little Buddha 



+  The Mission
+  A Stranger Among Us


+  Ten Questions for the Dalai Lama
+  films in the Legacy series 


+  Cry of the Snow Lion
+  various ones on Tai Chi - - local libraries 
+  From Jesus to Christ, a four-part film series on early Christianity 
+  The Search for Jesus: Peter Jennings Reporting 
+  documentary films on religion (local public libraries and our LRC have many) 
+  various television series or special programs (check your TV guide, Netflix, or video store) 
+  any film set within a particular religious group or community 
Books to Read: 
+  Bhagavad-Gita                                               +  The Upanishads
+  I-Ching/Yijing                                                 +  Confucius in 90 Minutes, Strathem
+  Koran                                                             +  Tao Te Ching/Daodejing 
+  Night by Elie Weisel                                       +  Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse 
+  Meeting God: Elements of Hindu Devotion by Stephen Huyler
+ Browse the bookstore and library shelves for volumes that interest you 
+ At the end of each chapter in your text is a list of “Resources” for ideas
+ Any chapter in your text not assigned as a course requirement (Chapters 2, 5, 7, 11 or 12) may be read as an “event.”  One full chapter must be read and discussed for each report.
You will earn 10 bonus points if you choose to read and report on any of the books listed below.   Reports on these books will count as one of your assigned four reports but also earn you additional points.
+  Honest of Jesus or The Gospel of Jesus by Robert Funk 
+  A History of God, The Battle for God, Islam, or other books by Karen Armstrong 
+  No Contest: the Case Against Competition, Alfie Cohn 
+  The Gifts of the Jews or Desire of the Everlasting Hills by Thomas Cahill 
+  When Jesus Became God by Richard E. Rubenstein 
+ Misquoting Jesus, Jesus. Interrupted or other books by Bart Ehrman

+ Happiness: A Guide to Developing Life’s Most Important Skill by Matthieu Ricard

+ Any volumes by Thich Nhat Hanh 
+ Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography by John Dominic Crossan 
+ Books by Bishop John Shelby Spong: Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism, Why
    Christianity Must Change or Die, A New Christianity for a New World, and others 
+ Meeting Jesus Again for the First Time, Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, Jesus and
    Buddha by Marcus Borg (or any of his other books)
+ Profiles of Jesus, edited by Roy Hoover
+ What the Buddha Taught by Walpola Sri Rahula 
+ Books by or about the Dalai Lama 
+ Any of the current “atheist” perspective books (Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion, 
    Sam Harris’ The End of Faith or Letters to a Christian Nation, Christopher Hitchens’ God is not Great:
    How Religion Poisons Everything, as well as volumes by Daniel Dennett and Victor Stenger)
+I am very much enjoying and learning from an ongoing series of murder mystery novels by Eliot Pattison which is set in Tibet and from which one can learn a great deal about Buddhist teachings and practice and the current Tibetan situation. It is the Inspector Shan Series and includes The Skull Mantra (1999), Water Touching Stone (2001), Bone Mountain (2002), Beautiful Ghosts (2004), Prayer of the Dragon (2007), and The Lord of Death (2009). 

 +Last summer I enjoyed Resurrection by Tucker Malarkey, a novel that draws from the actual events surrounding the discovery of the Nag Hammadi texts.  It gives a good sense of how different Christianity might have been if these gospels had not been “lost” or rather suppressed.
+Creation: An Appeal of Save Life on Earth, by E. O. Wilson, world-renowned Harvard biologist, winner of two Pulitzer Prizes and the National Medal of Science.  He is actually a “local” who grew up in Mobile and Pensacola.  This book proposes a partnership between scientists and religious leaders (specifically evangelical Christian ministers) to preserve the Earth’s vanishing biodiversity. 

This assignment is worth 200 (out of 1000) points. The required number of related events is four. You are to write a two-page (approximately 600-word) report on each of your “events.” Each report must tell in the first paragraph what you did, and when you did it. In the report focus on what you learned from the experience. Reports must discuss things you did during the course, not experiences that took place before the term began. There will be four reports which are to be typewritten and double spaced. The books, films, and events listed above are only suggestions. Use your imagination and follow your own interests. Almost anything that is related to religion will be acceptable. However, reports based primarily on general internet information or web sites are not acceptable. Readings must be substantial and published. Remember: you are reporting on something you did, something you either read, watched, or attended. 
**I will not accept any papers based on the Left Behind series (or any film with the rapture or 
apocalypse as its subject) or the film The Passion of the Christ. The film “Islam: What the West Needs to Know” violates one of the basic principles necessary for the academic study of religion and is, therefore, not acceptable as a paper choice.  Very old and outdated films such as The Ten Commandments or Ben Hur are not good choices. 



Answering all the study questions is a requirement.  I have adapted the chapter questions provided by your text to better meet our needs.  The questions are available on my college website: http://faculty.nwfsc.edu/art/paulks  You can download each set of questions to your computer and either type your answers right into the document before printing it off to turn in, or you can print off the questions and answer them by hand as you read along in the chapter. There are questions for each chapter assigned: Chapters 1 (this chapter alone does not require formal written answers), 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, and 10.  Answer in complete sentences. Always use your own words. Do not "copy" from your text. If you cannot paraphrase, you do not understand the material. 
The purpose of this assignment is to encourage careful reading and digestion of the information.  I am not going to grade the content of the answers; I am only going to check to see that you completed the assignment by answering all the questions.  Therefore, neatness is not a factor:  you may type or handwrite your answers.  
Read to Learn 
• Examine the book. Develop a “feel” for the book before studying it. Read through the table of contents, the preface, introduction and/or forward. Glance through the index, bibliography, glossary, and any illustrations and diagrams the book may contain. 
• Ask questions. Frame questions about the text to help you better understand the subject. Consider the questions given either at the beginning or the end of the chapter before reading the chapter. 
• Be an active reader. 
1) Highlight important or key phrases and words. 
2) Use margins for writing questions or comments. 
3) Make notes on major concepts or points. 
• Read it aloud. When you’ve finished reading the chapter, go back once more and read out loud the material you highlighted, along with the notes you made in the margins and the notes made on major concepts. 
• Review. Give the highlighted material and your notes one final read. 

How to Prepare for an Exam 
• Prepare for the test. Review the material you have studied. Pay careful attention to the points you’ve highlighted. Invest the time that’s really required to review the information until you’re as knowledgeable about the subject matter as possible. 
• Know the test. The format of the test is important, because it directly relates to your ability to provide correct answers. 
• Your physical preparation. Get plenty of rest during the week prior to the test. Set a reasonable study schedule and keep it. Get enough sleep the night before the test, and arrive at the test site early to give yourself time to relax in an otherwise tense environment. 
• Taking the examination. Follow these simple procedures: 
1) Read all instructions carefully and follow them precisely. 
2) Quickly review the entire test, noting the relatively easy and difficult parts. 
3) Unless you’re directed to answer the questions in order of their appearance, answer the easier questions first. 
4) Read each question twice to be sure you completely understand it before answering. 
5) Write legibly. 
6) Try to leave enough time to review your answers. 

Scheduling Your Study Time 
Gaining control of your time is the most important thing you can do to establish a successful study schedule. 
• Identify exactly what you are now doing with your time. It may help to keep a log for a short period of time. Prepare a list of the major activities that make up your day. Prepare a chart for each day of the week; identify those portions of your day that can be sacrificed to your study schedule. 
• Dictate study material and play it on the car tape player as you drive. Check the local library to see if any of the assigned books have been recorded on audiotape. 
• You can accommodate additional study time during your hour. 
• Between the time the children go to bed and the time you retire, there are three hours of what should be relative calm in which to study. 

When planning your study schedule, you should follow several rules: 
• Don’t over do it. Don’t plan your study time unrealistically. 
• Plan for the times likely to be most productive. Distance learning studying is an individual activity. Plan your study schedule around those times you can be alone. 
• Don’t time-share study periods. Few people can study and listen to music or watch television at the same time. 
• Start with short study periods. Discipline yourself to develop the habit of studying and learning can be similar to beginning an exercise program. When you have fully prepared your study schedule plan, make a concerted effort to live up to it. A good study schedule will provide you with the proper environment and frame of mind for successful distance learning study. 
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Comparative Religion Distance Learning 

Part II

The website www.mhhe.com/molloy5e contains the supplemental material for your text. The Online Learning Center has excellent material to facilitate your study of the text.  For each of the chapters there are chapter objectives, outlines, summaries, lists of key terms, study questions, and quizzes (multiple choice, true or false, and fill in the blanks).  These are valuable study aids that I recommend that you use in preparation for the exams. 

The remainder of this handout is intended to aid in preparing for the          Midterm and Final Examinations.

· Both tests will be comprised of objective (multiple choice, matching, fill in the blank, true or false) and essay questions.

· Be familiar with the key terms listed at the end of each chapter.

· Scholars are often mentioned in the chapters, but I will not hold you responsible for remembering their names or publications.

· If you go to the website for your text www.mhhe.com/molloy5e  by selecting individual chapters you will find chapter objectives and summaries that can be helpful.  The quizzes contain questions similar to the ones on the objective portion of your exams.
Chapter 1

Add these terms to the list: myth and symbol. 
Learn this definition of myth: a myth is a story that is often repeated because it contains religious, psychological, or cultural truth; it may or may not have actually happened.  It may or may not be a true story, but it contains truth.

Think about the distinction between cyclical and linear time. 
Understand the three orientations toward the sacred.

Note the other fields or disciplines that contribute to the study of religion:  What is the focus of each?
Read carefully and think about the question:  Why study the major religions of the world?

Chapter 2: Not assigned reading
You may want to read this chapter as one of your Related Events assignments (remember that you may use any of the unassigned chapters in our text as events) although it is not assigned reading.  If you choose to read it, pay attention to common elements and patterns.  Note especially the “Indigenous Religions Today” section (p. 65+).  Indigenous religions have inspired and influenced the ecological movement, feminist circles, and modern art and music.
Chapter 3

It seems fair to say that of the religions we study Hinduism is the most tolerant (of other religions) and one of the most psychologically astute. Hindus are tolerant in that they believe that all religions are true.  There is only one Ultimate Reality although different religions or cultures address (and understand) the Absolute in a variety of ways: the Great Spirit, Brahman, the Tao/Dao, Allah, or God. According to the Vedas, "Truth is One; Sages call it by different names."  Thus Hindus do not try to spread their religion outside its natural boundaries; they do not seek converts.  Hinduism is psychologically astute because it recognizes and accepts man's (by which I mean mankind's--male and female) biological and spiritual needs and realizes that all people are not the same.  There are different personality types; therefore, not everyone will use the same method or follow the same path of spiritual development. In other words people will seek to approach Brahman/the sacred in different ways according to their personality type.  Thus in Hinduism there is not just one way to be religious, but there are four distinct yogas (methods of reaching union with the divine). Although your text identifies it as such, Hatha yoga is not a spiritual yoga but rather a preliminary step in Raja yoga. Kundalini is also not a separate spiritual yoga.  The four primary yogas are Karma, Raja, Bhakti, and Jnana. 
Pay special attention to these sections:

Important Concepts of the Upanishads

The Caste System

The Stages of Life

The Goals of Life

The Yogas

The Trimurti: Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva (Who are the principal avatars of Vishnu?) These are the only names of Hindu gods you need to know.

The Guru as Object of Devotion
Devotion to animals and other forms of devotion

Mohandas Gandhi

Hindu Influence beyond India

Terms you are responsible for include the following:  ahimsa, Brahman and Atman, karma, moksha, maya, yoga, caste, guru, reincarnation, and mantra.
Sacred texts to know:  Upanishads and the Bhagavad-Gita

Chapter 4
The history, spread, and development of different branches of Buddhism are interesting and informative, but the ideas should claim most of your attention.  Buddhism is the most intellectually challenging and psychologically analytical and insightful of all the world’s religions.  This chapter presents a very basic introduction to some of the core concepts.
The most important things to understand and remember are the various concepts and principles discussed in the section entitled "The Basic Teachings of Buddhism."

The Three Jewels: Buddha, Dharma, Sangha

The Three Marks of Reality:

1.  Change (anichcha, anitya, anicca) Don't be confused by the variant spellings.
2.  No permanent identity (anatta or anatman)

3.  Suffering (dukkha)  

You do not need to know the Indian words for 1 and 2.
The Four Noble Truths:  Be able to list and explain. Noble Truth #4 is the Eightfold Path. You do not need to memorize the eight steps, but you do need to understand what it includes and be able to name and recognize some of them.
Note carefully the section: The Influence of Indian Thought on early Buddhist Teachings
Other terms/concepts: shunyata, nirvana, bodhisattva, mandala, mutras, vajra, koan, samsara, sutra, ahimsa
The two manifestations of Buddhism that have most influenced the West are Zen and Tibetan Buddhism. These are singled out in your text for explanation--read and enjoy. If you are not already, become familiar with the Dalai Lama, for he is unquestionably one of the greatest religious leaders of the modem world.

When did Siddhartha Gautama (The Buddha) live?  (His life was roughly contemporary with Confucius, Lao Tzu, the Hebrew prophets, and great Greek philosophers like Socrates and Plato.)  What does the word buddha mean?

Chapter 6  Molloy has switched from the older (and still more widely used) to the newer system for  spelling Chinese words.  Thus the Tao and Taoism become Dao and Daoism.  The newer spellings are closer to English pronunciation but might cause some confusion.  Most books you see on bookstore and library shelves will probably use the older spelling.  On the first use of a term or title both spellings are given in the text—so pay attention to avoid confusion.  I am trying to switch for consistency with the text but decades of habit are hard to break!
If asked what religion he/she practiced, a Chinese person would likely answer “the Three Doctrines” (or the Three Teachings) meaning Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism/Taoism. Unlike the Western traditions which are exclusive—you cannot be both Christian and Muslim or both Jewish and Christian; in fact, you cannot be both Methodist and Lutheran— the Eastern religious traditions and inclusive and you can practice more than one tradition.  Thus the Chinese way is to mix all three into a unique blend.
Know the founders of the two indigenous Chinese traditions (Confucianism and Daoism—Buddhism is Indian in origin) and look for the distinctive teachings of each and understand their different emphases.
Give special attention to the sections: “Basic Elements of Traditional Chinese Beliefs” p. 215+,  “Basic Early Teachings” p. 224+, “Living According to Confucian Values, “ “Five Great Relationships” p. 238+, “The Confucian Virtues” p. 241 and “Confucianism and the Modern World” p. 255.
Things to understand: yin\yang, wu wei, chi (Qi), the Tao/Dao, the Confucian virtues especially ren (jen) and li, the five great relationships, Analects, I-Ching/Yijing (The Book of Changes), and Tao Te Ching/Daodejing.
**If you found this chapter interesting, I highly recommend reading the Tao Te Ching /Daodejing for three reasons: 1) It is profound, one of the world’s greatest spiritual classics, and will also help you understand Taoism better.  2) It is short—only 81 verses, which are usually quite short. 3) It is inexpensive or free—about $8 to purchase in book form but can be obtained (the entire work in several different translations) free off the internet.
After Midterm:  Abrahamic or Western Religions
The next three chapters that we study focus on the Western religious traditions.  They are properly referred to as the Abrahamic religions because they all trace their origin back to Abraham.  The three form a family of related traditions which share a concept of God, a worldview, and an emphasis on ethical behavior. Their understanding of God as transcendent, omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (knowing everything), and omnipresent (present everywhere), creator of the world, and active in human history originates with Judaism and is continued in the others.  (So despite what some television evangelists might say, Allah is not a different God from that of Christians, but Arabic is not English—Allah translates as the God. Muslims are clear there is only one God—the God—the same one the Jews and Christians believe in. God is English; Allah is Arabic.
Chapter 8
It would be difficult to overestimate the contributions of Judaism to culture in the West.  In a very real sense, Western culture is Jewish culture.  Many of the ideas that form the basis of Western culture and distinguish it from Eastern culture originate with Judaism.  An excellent book (which reads like a novel--a real page turner) that focuses on this theme is The Gift of the Jews by Thomas Cahill. I recommend it highly as a related event reading.
Pay special attention to the "Religious Practice" section (note the introductory paragraph carefully). You should be familiar with the Jewish Sabbath, Passover, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Hanukkah, the bar/bat mitzvah, and kosher dietary practices.
Since Judaism (and the other Abrahamic religions that follow) focuses on the sacred texts, know the important Jewish sacred literature:  Torah, Tanakh, and Talmud. 
Chapter 9
Note the box on page 345 about the historical dating designations BC and AD which have been replaced by BCE and CE.

Note especially these sections: 
· "The Life and Teachings of Jesus" (subsections on Jesus in the NT gospels and the two great commandments),
· the box on page 363 “The Essential Christian Worldview," read the last paragraph very carefully

·  "Christian Practice." 
·  the box on page 414 “Christian Contemplation.”  Our area has an outdoor replica of the Chartres labyrinth in the garden at the Resurrection Catholic Church on Miramar Beach Drive in Destin.  Visiting the garden and church, which are both beautiful and interesting, and walking the labyrinth would make an excellent “Related Event” for which you could write a paper. Hint:  Before you go, make sure you know what a labyrinth looks like (the internet is an excellent source for this type of information) so that you do not mistake the path with Stations of the Cross for the actual labyrinth where you follow a circular, winding path into and out of the center. 
Chapter 10

To avoid confusion about terms: the religion is Islam (meaning to surrender or submit—to the power of the Almighty God) and a person who submits (in other words a person who practices the religion of Islam) is a Muslim. Religion=Islam    Person=Muslim
Note the "Essentials of Islam." You should know the Five Pillars of Islam (in English). You will be asked to list and explain these pillars, which form the basis of Islamic practice.
The Islamic holy scripture is the Koran—be familiar with it.

The three branches or divisions are Sunni, Shiite and Sufi.

Read carefully the box: Jihad and the Modern World (p 482-483)
Reminder Notes: 
· Chapters 2, 5, 7, 11 and 12 are not assigned and will not be covered on any tests; however, each of these chapters is fascinating and important and may be read and used as “Related Events.”  You must read and report on the entire chapter, not just a portion of it, to use it as an event.
· The Midterm Exam will cover Chapters 1, 3, 4, and 6.

· The Final Exam will cover only Chapters 8, 9, and 10.
· Related Events papers and any extra credit papers are due at the final exam session.
Instructor: Dr. Sarah Paulk �Office Phone: 729-5307 �Home Phone: 678-1898 �E-mail: pauIks@nwfsc.edu �Office: J-121





Since I teach on and off the main  campus, I am not in my office  every day. Thus, email is often the most efficient form of communication. Please allow a full day for me to respond.  Feel free to call me at my home number if you have questions or concerns.
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