Chapter 1: Understanding Religion
As you read the chapter, consider these topics for discussion and make any notes you consider helpful:

1. the role and function of religion (Why do religions exist?)

2. theories of the origin of religion

3. the series of characteristics common to most religions

· belief system (world view)
ethics
· community



characteristic emotional experiences

· myths




“stuff”

· ritual




idea of what is sacred

4.  ideas about the nature of the sacred

5.  symbolism in religions

6.  the “patterns” for comparing and contrasting religions

· orientations regarding the sacred (sacramental, prophetic and mystical)
· world view (nature of reality, nature of universe, human relation to nature, understanding of time, purpose of human life, scriptures, exclusiveness vs. inclusiveness)

· views of role of males and females

     7. Why study religions?
What do we mean by a comparative study of religions?  Many modern disciplines of study have contributed to the study of religions.  What are some of those other disciplines and what angle can each add to the study?
