Rel 2300 Blended Format Course 
This format attempts to blend two course types, the standard classroom lecture format and the independent study format. This blending captures the best of each format to form a hybrid.  It allows the student to work independently, freeing up time that normally would be spent in the classroom. But it does not require that students be totally on their own in mastering the course material because there are scheduled class meetings where the instructor can discuss and explain the text material, add insights and information not included in the text, respond to current issues concerning religion, hold group discussions, and view films on the specific traditions being studied.  In other words, students spend less time in class and work more on their own than in a normal classroom course but are not totally alone in their quest.  There is still an instructor and class to interact with on a regular basis. This format does require that the student read and study the text carefully and thoroughly.  Class time will not be spent presenting material which is well and completely treated in the text.
The requirements for the course are much the same as the standard format.  There are no additional assignments.
The course will be divided into six units of study corresponding to chapters in the text.

1. Hinduism                                (Chapter 3)
2. Buddhism

              (Chapter 4)
3. Chinese religions

  (Chapter 6)
4. Judaism                                   (Chapter 8)
5. Christianity


  (Chapter 9)
6. Islam



  (Chapter 10)
It is the students’ obligation to read the chapters thoroughly before the discussion sessions and give some thought to the topics or questions before the meetings.  
Consult the calendar for specifics.
